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Abstract

When the Navier—Stokes equations are solved on a colocated mesh, a spurious mode for the pressure can appear if no
special attention is paid to the discretization of the pressure. This pressure mode can be suppressed by a pressure-weighted
interpolation formula for the mass flux over a cell-face. In this paper, a similar cure is presented in the framework of pres-
sure-correction methods in variable density flow. Special attention is given to the solvability condition for the resulting
Poisson-like equation for the pressure. It consists of two remedies: a correction term for the cell-face velocity is introduced
and the stencil for the discrete Laplacian is compacted. We finally show the applicability of the method on general curvi-
linear coordinate systems in three dimensions.
© 2007 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

It is well-known [13] that discretization of the partial differential flow equations on a mesh with colocated
variables, which means that the local state variables are stored at the same position, can give rise to a spurious
mode (a m-wave) for the pressure, when the cell-face velocities are linearly interpolated between the neighbour-
ing nodes without pressure stabilization and when the pressure term in the momentum equations is approx-
imated by central differencing. This mode is not seen by the discretized equations, and results in a solution
without physical meaning.

A solution for this problem is a staggered treatment of the variables [13]. Variants of the pressure-correction
scheme of this type are the MAC (Marker-And-Cell) [7] and the SIMPLE (Semi-Implicit Method for
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Pressure-Linked Equations) [11] methods. If rectangular grids are used, the choice of a staggered grid arrange-
ment is the most natural choice for a straightforward discretization of the governing equations. However, this
approach is not comfortable, especially in a three-dimensional environment making use of body-fitted grids
[10]. In these more general cases there are practical advantages to use grids with colocated arrangements.
Although convenient, a major drawback is found in the complication of the algorithms to filter out spurious
modes. This problem can then be resolved by using special flux-splitting schemes [5] or pressure weighted
interpolation (PWI) methods, as first introduced in [15]. Other propositions, concerning pressure weighted
velocity interpolation or pressure gradient interpolation were made in [2,3,18] for low Mach number flows
or in [6,9] for flows at all speeds. Unfortunately, in time-accurate solutions of variable density flows, special
requirements of system solvability are not unconditionally fulfilled by these propositions. We come back to
this point later in the paper.

In this paper we rigorously derive a solution formalism for solving the odd—even decoupling problem in the
framework of pressure-correction algorithms for variable density flows. In the next section the pressure
correction scheme applied to the low Mach continuity, momentum and energy equations, is given without
a remedy for odd-even decoupling. Emphasis is put on the solvability condition of the resulting Poisson equa-
tion for the pressure and the problem of the spurious mode is further elaborated. Section 3 describes the cure
for the odd—even decoupling including variable density. It consists of two remedies: a correction term for the
cell-face velocity, similar to [15], is introduced and the stencil for the discrete Laplacian in the equation for
pressure is compacted. Section 4 shows the applicability of the method on general curvilinear coordinate
systems in three dimensions. Section 5 compares the present cure with other remedies for odd—even decoupling
in the literature. In Section 6, finally, the method is applied to a two-dimensional thermally driven cavity with
large temperature differences.

2. Problem setting
2.1. Governing equations

In this paper, the non-dimensional Navier—Stokes equations are considered in the limit of zero Mach num-
ber [12]

Po = Po(t), g
%_f N a(appzi) o, (2)

with the zeroth-order equation of state
po = pT. (5)

In these equations, p denotes the local density, u; the component of the velocity vector in the i-direction, 7" the
temperature, x the heat conduction coefficient and y = ¢,/c, the specific heat ratio. # is the time coordinate and
x; are the spatial coordinates for each dimension. Without lack of generality, we assume that the gravity is
aligned with the third axis. The pressure p is expanded into a thermodynamic and a kinematic part:
p =p, + M2 p,. Unless we are dealing with enclosed systems, the thermodynamic pressure is assumed con-
stant in space and time.

The non-dimensional parameters are

~ Uso Poclhocl Uso Cplls
My,=——F—, Re,="—, Froo=—1+=, Pro="-"—"72, (6)
Y T YA

where the subscript co denotes reference values, L a reference length and g the gravitational constant.
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For cases involving natural convection, the reference velocity is chosen as wu., = x/pLc, [1], so that
Re,.Pr., = 1. Hence the non-dimensional momentum equation takes the form

O(pu;) = O(puu;) op, 0ty  RanPro
=——=+Prg —=pJ; 7
o o o 26 PR 0
with Ra,, = R&Pr2 and e a non-dimensional temperature difference, defined in Section 6.1.

Fri
2.2. Pressure-correction algorithm

The pressure-correction algorithm is completely described in [14] (‘Constraint-Based Pressure-Correction in
revised form’). We briefly repeat the most important features for a 1D case in order to reveal the odd—even

decoupling and its solution. First, Eq. (4) is rewritten in terms of density, using equation of state (5) and con-
tinuity Eq. (2)

9  Op _ p dp,  Og;

Py L= o 8
o T e T gt P, )
with ¢; = Re,cKPrx a%x/,»p)'
The constraint on the velocity field is then derived from a combination of (2) and (8)
Opu 0 Oq
T A e o 9
ox tu Ox P Ox ®)
The discrete algorithm consists of the different substeps, given below.
2.2.1. Density stepping
p’-’“ —p" ul’_’%p”R — ”?_%Pi
i i . 10
At Ax (10)

The L and R subscripts indicate extrapolated values at the left and right surface of the control volume respec-
tively. The subscript i +  refers to a simple arithmetic mean: u, = “*%
2.2.2. Velocity predictor

The equations are solved here by means of a projection method, i.e. the intermediate state for the velocity is
determined by removing the pressure from Eq. (3). The prediction of the velocity #* is then found from

()~ (puyr_ Walpr — (o) <@fu)”+ 4

At B Ax T Rew \ O, Pl

(11)

The specific discretization of the viscous fluxes is of no importance and the gravitational force is assumed to be
aligned with the considered direction of the 1D problem.

2.2.3. Velocity constraint

n+1, n+1 n+1, n+1

_pR MH% AL u’;% + ur_z+] an+l B p’£+1 — _ p”+1 g KE _1 L%n+l (12)
Ax ! Ax Re  Pro, Ox \ 0x \ p*t! ypo At
nbl_ntl
Inserting u/™' = u; — At% in the last equation results in a Poisson-like equation for the pressure. The dis-

cretization of the conductive fluxes will be defined below.
2.3. Example: Conduction in a 1D adiabatic channel
Consider the conduction of a density jump in an adiabatic 1D channel with constant cross-section. The

channel is closed at both ends, so that wall boundary conditions apply. For this case, the non-dimensional
flow Egs. (2), (3) and (8) become
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Op Opu

DA by 13
ot  Ox ’ (13)
Opu Opu* Op,

o e T (14)
op op 6_q

o Tt P

Note that the thermodynamic pressure p, does not change in time in an adiabatic environment.
The initial conditions are

p(to) = po + p1H(x — xo),
u(fo) =0

(15)

(16)

with H(x) the heaviside function.

The equations are discretized using first-order velocity upwinding for the convective terms and second-
order central discretization for the conductive and pressure term. For every node a Poisson-like equation
for the pressure can be derived, resulting formally in the matrix expression

LP = B, (17)

with L the discrete Laplacian-like operator, P = [p, p, --- py|" the pressure vector and B the right hand
side, containing the predicted velocity values and the conductive terms. Note that in case of a pressure-correc-
tion method, in (17) we would have P’ instead of P, the vector of pressure corrections.

The system is singular and contains a nullspace of dimension 2, for which LP = 0. Indeed, two spurious
mod?vs 1eTxist: the hydrostatic pressure field Py =[1 1 --- 1] and the m-wave P,=[1 -1
(—1)" ",

We can perform the same analysis for the transpose of the operator L, resulting again in a nullspace of
dimension 2, based on 2 vectors Ry and R, for which RTL = 0. The exact expressions for these vectors cannot
easily be determined. For the set of discretized equations in the pressure-correction step to be solvable, the

RHS of the equation has to fulfill certain conditions
RILP=RIB =0,

T ot (18)

R'LP =R'B =0.

It is more instructive to consider these restrictions at the level of the constraining equation for the velocity,
from which the Poisson-like equation is derived. For an internal node, we can write (9) in a semi-discretized
manner

PRULL — PLU L PR — PL P 0 0 /1
PR NS o2 (MY, 19
A U A RePr. ox \“ax \p (19)

where all variables are evaluated at time level #n + 1. If the RHS is discretized in the same manner as the LHS,
system (17) is solvable (see also Appendix A) and the fully discretized equation becomes

_ PrUiL — Pl PR —PL _ _ PrYii — PLYi-L PR — PL

2 X ) 2
A U Ax Ax T Ax (20)
with
i 1
i i Pit1 Pi-1 21
%= Re-Pr.. 2Ax (21)
and
q;,+ 4,
gy = 1L 22)

For the system to be solvable, the important observation is thus that the conductive fluxes must be calculated
at the nodes and interpolated towards the cell faces. Since these terms are evaluated centrally, a n-wave for the
density is not noticed and can consequently increase without limitation. As a result, the spurious pressure
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Fig. 1. Density plot of the converged solution for the conductive heat transfer in a 1D adiabatic channel, discretized in 15 points. Initial
conditions (16) apply with py =1, p; = 10, xo = 7. A spurious mode for the density appears (left), compared to the exact solution (right).

wave gives rise to unphysical results not only for the pressure, but also for other variables, such as the density,
as shown in Fig. 1.

2.4. Solvability condition

From the above example, it is clear that any cure for the odd—even decoupling problem, should comply with
the solvability conditions of the Poisson-like pressure equation. So, a good remedy for the odd-even decou-
pling problem does not only remove the spurious mode P, from the solution, but also guarantees that the
resulting system is solvable. Indeed, although the spurious mode P, were to be removed form the solution
of example 1, the resulting system is still singular with a nullspace of dimension 1, and one condition for
the RHS remains from (18)

RLLP = RLB = 0. (23)

In general, this condition is not fulfilled if one does not apply the propositions made by e.g. [2,3,15] in a rig-
orous way, i.e. by considering the first principles of these propositions in the special case of a variable-density
pressure-correction or pressure-projection method.

In addition to the solvability requirement, we prefer a discrete Laplacian of the pressure field, that is easily
solvable by an iterative method, i.e. a Laplacian with a compact stencil.

3. Adjusted algorithm

We consider Egs. (2), (3) and (8). The basic algorithm is the same as described in Section 2.2, discretized on
a colocated mesh. However, to cure the odd—even decoupling, certain equations are assumed to be solved in a
staggered way. Note that we use the assumption only to derive the algorithm, suitable for a colocated mesh
approach. As a result of the staggered approach assumption, extra terms appear in the discretization. In this
section, we restrict ourselves to a one-dimensional uniform mesh with grid spacing Ax. In Section 4, the rea-
soning is generalized to general curvilinear meshes in three dimensions.

We introduce notations ¢ and ¢. The former is defined on the cell face and is calculated as the arithmetic
mean of the neighbouring node values; the latter is defined in the node and is calculated as the mean of the
neighbouring face values

. . ) _ ¢, 1+ (]5,-%
e A (24)

The algorithm is first presented as such, after which the subsequent substeps, including the derivation of the
correction term, are explained in greater detail, starting from known values at time level 7.



84 P. Rauwoens et al. | Journal of Computational Physics 227 (2007) 79-99
3.1. Summary

Given an initial density field p?, thermodynamic pressure p) and an initial velocity field «° (and kinematic
pressure field p?), satisfying the velocity constraint, the cured pressure-correction scheme cons1sts of the sub-
steps shown in the flowchart of Fig. 2. The correction for the cell-face velocities & considers Vﬂp as an entity and
is used in the convective terms of continuity and momentum equation. The pressure follows from a Poisson-
like equation, originating from a combination of the equations of continuity and temperature.

3.2. Density stepping

For now, we do not yet specify how to determine p’*' and consider this quantity as known. The exact way
of calculating p"*! can be found under Section 3.6.

3.3. Velocity predictor

The prediction of the velocity u; is done in the same way as (11), now using the interpolation notation
(o), — (pu)!  Eg(pwr —# L (pu)L 1 rar\"
=—— : 2o\ 3 . (25)
Xi

+
At Ax Re,
Again, the discretization details of the viscous term are of no importance.

3.4. Velocity corrector

The velocity at the new time level is now calculated using the predicted velocity field, and the correction
from the pressure term. Since the pressure in colocated formulation gives rise to spurious modes in the solu-
tion, the relationship between pressure and velocity is expressed here as if the corrector step were solved on a
staggered mesh. Hence, the following staggered momentum equations are thought to be solved:

n+1

Yid T ﬂl+2 _ 1 P:'Ll P! (26)
At p;j,' Ax
g ”
At pf_*; Ax
PPy Uiy Py
!
calculate é;‘%., eq. (39)
!
calculate p?™, eq. (33)
calculate u, eq. (40)
!
solve Poisson-like eq. to obtain pI'*!, eq. (45)
1
calculate u?™, eq. (30)
!
F, g, gt

Fig. 2. Summary of the pressure-correction algorithm, cured for odd-even decoupling.
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Combination of (26) and (27) gives a colocated formulation

i i _ZAX

~n+1 + ~n+1

n+1 n+1 n n+1
el = AP -t pt P (28)
pi+% p

1

=3

We write the last equation in a more compact form

n+1 vp
i+} p

i i 2

Wt —a

(29)

P

i3
However, a problem arises if we use this expression each time step. The calculated velocity field would then
become too smooth because of the averaging of u*. Indeed, on a colocated mesh, the velocity is normally cal-
culated from

n+1

vV

n+1 * p
Mi — ul. = —AtT

(30)

i

with no averages in the LHS. The relationship between u/*! and #"*! is determined from Egs. (30) and (29)

W = (- 0. (31)

3.5. Pressure correction equation

The corrected velocity u"*! can be determined from (30) if the pressure field is known. The pressure is cal-
culated from the pressure correction equation, following from a constraining equation on the velocity field.
The VGIOCit}/ field has to satisfy the continuity equation (13), with (provisionally) an imposed change in density

p o2t
o T At
n+1, n+1 n+1, n+1 n+1~x n+1~x
u’" — u" [ 7— u n+1 n+1
op| _ PR My AL M PRV TP M A VT anVp (32)
— = = s R = L ~ 9
0t |; Ax Ax Ax Pl Pl

where the last step uses the staggered momentum equations (26) and (27). Eq. (32) is a Poisson equation for
the pressure, where the spurious pressure mode P, no longer is part of the solution of the system. Using the
staggered equations thus eliminates the spurious mode.

3.6. Density stepping (completed)
In case of the pressure-correction algorithm in Section 2.2, the density is determined from the conservation

equation of mass. The value obtained for %‘,’ = "MA‘['"H must be identical to (32) but is calculated using colo-
cated variables

ap szﬂﬂ;l_:%l _ pli+12?:r%l (33)
x|, Ax
with u a corrected interpolation, given by
Uyl = ﬁi+% gakcee (34)
Equalization of (32) and (33) yields, for the flux at the right cell face
P n+1
priy — MipRt == (35)

i+5
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For the corrector equation (28), we can further elaborate the previous expression
B v n+1
= u, — At P
i+5

ntl i+l
- umt +u
Wl et =
i+5
P i ?

Hr% ’ (36)

(37)
If we redefine the corrected interpolation (34) as
QH—% = ‘E)H-% + ‘%H—%

n+1_@

i+3 p

for the corrector Eq. (30), the new correction term & becomes

gl = —Ar Vp
i+5 0

(38)

(39)
i+}
which is the analogue of expression (27) in [15].
For consistency, the same cell-face velocity interpolation is used in the velocity predictor step, so that (25)
now becomes

(), — (puyy Myl — ity (pu)t

_ +L ot \"
At o Ax Rey, \Ox; )

(40)
3.7. Correction equation (completed)

Eq. (32) is now completed for the pressure field to be calculated. To fix thoughts, the abovementioned pres-
!

sure-correction algorithm is considered, although other alternatives are possible as well [14]. The variation in
time of density aa—" is obtained from the equation of temperature (15), discretized as
op

n n N lan n n
e Pl — il Vp ‘| il — gl %
ot ' p

P Ax TP
Elimination of i—’j from (41) and (32), results in the pressure Poisson-like equation
P+ ot ATV Vp

i+ P

1

. Ax

O _

— = |a" — At
pax "

i

(41)

n+l1

2 Ax

n+1 n+1 1:l*
. ,OR + pL i+

%_u"*iipa_q
p 2 Ax Ox

1
1

=

(42)

This set of equations can again formally be written as (17), with L now a matrix with a nullspace of dimension

1 (the hydrostatic pressure field). We can perform the same analysis for the system to be solvable as in Exam-
dg _ pi +ppt 4y 40y

Pox 2 Ax

with

ple 2.3, resulting in a discretization of the conductive term under the form:
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Using (43), (42) is simplified to

n+1 * n+1 n+1
1

~:'F+§ v iy T4
= — . 45
A A (45)

At
Ax

n+1 vp

i+5 p

Vp
F;

i—1
=3

Note that correction term (37), although apparent in the calculation of the density at the new time level, does
not appear in the Poisson-like equation for the pressure. Hence, the continuity equation used to derive the
constraint for the velocity, and thus the pressure Poisson-like equation, has a different formulation than
the continuity equation used to predict the new density field.

Also note that Eq. (45) does not contain any upwind values. This is an advantage in terms of efficiency,
since in general the sign of the velocity components at the new time level is not known. Thus, if upwind values
appeared, the Laplacian operator would need to be evaluated every iteration per time step. Here, only one
evaluation per time step is required.

4. Extension to general curvilinear coordinate systems in 3D

The extension of the previous approach towards three-dimensional cartesian equidistant meshes is straight-
forward. Application of the method on general structured grids is still possible by means of a rigourous deduc-
tion, based on the invariant formulation of the Navier—Stokes equations. In this formulation the physical
domain is mapped onto a rectangular block (Fig. 3). Hence the curvilinear grid is mapped onto a cartesian
equidistant grid, on which the above solution method can be applied. From now onwards, we use the nota-
tions corresponding to the mapping theory [10,16]. This implies that the coordinate indices are written in
superscript.

4.1. Finite volume formulation in general coordinates

We note the Navier-Stokes equations in an invariant formulation, according to [10,16]. The equations on a
cartesian grid are the following [14]:

9 | O(pu) —0
ot Ox’ ’
Opu; ¢ op
( o ) Tow (46)
op op
a + Uim = Cond(p)
with
S A G
Cond(p) = Re Pro ox <K o <p>> (47)

X1 §1
Fig. 3. Mapping of a physical domain Q onto a rectangular block I'.
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The diamond (<) is introduced because the convective and diffusive transport in the momentum equation is
not written, so that the update in time is done from state (pu)* to state (pu)"""

Opu; Opu;u; . op
( o ) T Vet =0

opu;\ " Opu; ¢ Opuju; . p
= <6t) +(6t + o —V1sc+axj—0

with (ag?, ) ) following from the predictor step:

Opu;\"  dpuu; o
< 61) + o Visc = 0.

Written in integral formulation the equations become

///Q aa*fd”//mﬂu'ndszo,
I (%)Od”//mp”ds‘o’ (48)
///g%’?dVJF///Q”‘VPdV:///QCond(p)dV,

The above equations are transformed to the coordinate system (¢!, €% &%), with metric tensor

_ ot ot
8 = 38 o (49)
g = det(g,y)

and the following properties:

dv = /gd¢' d&d&,

n,ds = a®,/gdé? d& G0)
with a'® the contravariant basevector, perpendicular to the & and & coordinate lines

a” = 25: . (51)
Hence (48) becomes

/ / /F %—f\/gdfl de*de + / /a N a?\/gdé" d& = 0, (52)

/ / /F (%)Q@dcldfzdm / /arpa(m/g’dfﬂdé"zo, (53)
///F Z—f\@dél dézd@+///ru-Vp\/§dé1 d¢de’ Z//QCond(p)dV. (54)

The gradient is transformed into

a¢ () () a¢ 9 i 6¢ a(a()

V¢ = aéz a[)’ a/J a(}') aéag a(r) aéa
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Thus, Eq. (54) becomes

I s [ e o

The inner product u - a'® equals, by definition, the contravariant component U” of the velocity vector u

U'=u-a”. (57)

It is known [10,16] that it is better to consider the contravariant fluxes V* since they are continuous in the
entire domain

Ve=U"/g. (58)
Eq. (52) then becomes
/ | W gd dgdg + / [ priadtas —o, (59)
r o or

while Eq. (56) reads

/ / i P Jede aae + / / F 2 veagadas = / / /Q Cond(p)dV. (60)

The finite volume formulation for the control volume around the node with index  immediately follows:
Q) + Z [pV]ok = (61)
t aF(;% ’

|QU< t) +Z ) lplar :///QCond(p)dV. (62)

ory,, indicates the part in the positive a-direction of the boundary face of the control volume around the node
with index 0, so that the summation sums over all 6 faces of the control volume.

The momentum equation (53) can also be written in terms of the contravariant fluxes. Therefore
the inner product of (53) and the contravariant basevector, averaged over the control volume, szf) is
taken

/// ( ) Vgdé derde +‘25a)'//arpa(é)\/gdéﬁdé“’:o, (©3)

which gives in finite volume formulation

LGNS ©) /g5
< 5 >9 +a -y [pd? el =0, (64)

)

4.2. Algorithm in general curvilinear coordinates

Since Eqgs. (61), (62) and (64) are very similar to the original transport equation in one dimension, a flux
correction term can be derived in the same fashion, provided that the derivation is done on the Cartesian coor-
dinate system (&', &% &%) with the contravariant flux vectors V* as velocity unknowns. The only difficulty
appears in the pressure term, which is now more complicated as can be seen in (64). We make abstraction
of this pressure term by the definition

—(o ) or 5+
=ay’ - [ /el (65)
9
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Egs. (26), (29), (32), (37), (39) and (45) become respectively

n+1

V.. V"‘ZZ‘ B 1

At - 7THPHQ(+7 (66)
01+
— = n+l
e R vl I (67)
0 0 D
0
ap o 61"(7“
| o) = Z[PV Jorg.
- Z +1V§1+ - prVx:jl]
P n+1 P n+1
— _ Z pn+1 Voc* _ pn+] Va* ] + Atz p;';erl _ p’zr] — , (68)
o P 0Ot P 0ot
-~ n+1 =l
= [P, - 7] a2 =T (69)
Plo,, p Oys
il ~ n+l
EZH == _At E - = ) (70)
p 62+ p 01+
P ntl P el . i | s
A Plo. b ==V -9, -9, | (71)
O+ 0y

In (71), Q denotes the discretized version of the heat flux, written in terms of p and evaluated at the cell
faces. Using these equations, the algorithm is very similar to the one for cartesian coordinate systems
(Fig. 2).

4.3. Remarks

4.3.1. Flux—velocity relation
The above equations consider the contravariant flux as primary variable. Since we are interested in the
velocity itself in physical space, we apply the following conversion formulas:

vi= [[[ratagas = [[[ e wpastagag = [[[ awar = [[[aay .

The inverse formula yields

i =i [ = [ rscaces
=5 / / /F aydé dede - vy, (73)

The integrals only contain geometrical quantities and can be exactly calculated.

Remark that the flux at the face is calculated as the average of the fluxes at the neighbouring nodes, which is
not the same as calculating the flux from the face velocity, which would be the average of the neighbouring
node velocities

VD( + Vfl
V; VAtV 1 /// A4y u()Jr/// @qy . w, . 7é/// u0x+uou++ (74)
ot 2 Q " 0 2

024
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4.3.2. Evaluation of P

The evaluation of P is complicated but can be done in a straightforward manner. It is important to note
that the evaluation at the surfaces of the term pa(‘”\/g is well defined since the expression is continuous over
the surface. Remark that here the exact geometrical quantity a(‘”\/g can be used, integrated over the surface
area, consistent with (63), from which this term originates.

5. Discussion: the failure of other cell-face velocity interpolations
5.1. The cure, seen from a different perspective

Let us reconsider the example of a 1D adiabatic channel (Section 2.3). The uncured algorithm results in a
Laplacian-like operator with a stencil, clearly indicating the odd—even decoupling

1 1 1 1
|:/)i—] 0 Pi-1 Pi+1 0 Pit+1 ] : (75)
The adjusted algorithm, however, eliminates the spurious mode, resulting in a compact stencil
[0 U I S
[0 Fic R 0} (76)

In constant density flows, the effect of the correction term & can be visualized in stencil notation: by adding the
correction term, the wide stencil is compacted [15,17]

[ 1 0 -2 0 1 Jvidestenca
] -1 3 3 1 0 ] on the tet tuce
H[ 0 1 -3 3 -1 e onthesign tee
=[ 0 4 8 4 0 Jeompact stenca

Consequently, adding the correction term to the non-cured constraining equation, results in the correct con-
straining equation. This observation does not hold in variable density flow. Indeed

[ 1 O 11 0 1 ]
Pi—1 Pi—1 Pit+1 Pi+1
1 1 2 2 1 1
+ - i U
Picg P3Pl Piil  Pigd Piyl
0 1 12 2 11 (78)
+ + = -]
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The wide stencil, for which the above reasoning does hold, is
1 _ 1 1 11 11 1
[pi—i Pz Pl Pl Pl Pl Pd Pid (79)
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

which is hard to see a priori.
5.2. Demand for solvability

As explained in [17] for constant-density flows, the choice for the compacted Laplacian-like operator is
arbitrary, as long as it is consistent. In variable density flows, where conductive effects enter, an extra condi-
tion (the solvability condition) appears. We have shown above that, using the present approach, we end up
with a pressure equation which can be solved. To that purpose (as explained in Section 2.3) the conductive
term requires a special discretization.
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5.3. How to make other approaches work

From Section 5.1, we saw that (79) can be seen as the basic wide stencil. If we use the correction term &, as
defined in (39), a regular compact stencil is obtained. If other cell-face velocity interpolations would have been

used, a modified stencil for the poisson equation would be the result. In general, the correction terms take the
following stencil, for the left and right face respectively:

[611 ar as Ay O],

80
[0 —by —by —by —by), (80)

where the coefficients must be chosen in such a way that the resulting expression for & takes the form

éL:f<Vp | 1). (81)

o
The resulting ‘compact’ stencil takes the form
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which can be written again as
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By this, the discretization of the conductive term is defined
Vg=F (ql;; 9i-1r9irds q,-+g)~ (34)

5.4. Traps with other approaches

If other approaches are used, special requirements are needed for the discretization. In general, these
requirements are not incorporated in the codes and the correction term for the cell-face velocity is seen merely
as an ad hoc adjustment. There are however consequences involved. Some traps are listed:

e The correction term cannot be written as (81). Indeed: many used correction terms originate from constant
density flow calculations, and even in variable density equations, the pressure Poisson equation is generally
written as a constant coefficient Poisson equation, such that the constant density behavior is retained. If this
condition is not fulfilled, it is not clear what a solvability condition should look like and an a priori discret-
ization of the conductive terms cannot be determined.

e The conductive terms are not discretized properly. Since (84) can become complicated, it is tempting to take
a simpler discretization for the conductive term. Unfortunately, the system becomes unsolvable, and elim-
ination of one equation (to fix the pressure level) results in different solutions, depending on the equation
eliminated.

e The compact stencil (76) is used, with a general correction term. Hence, the system is solvable (with normal
discretization of the conductive terms), but the density stepping is no longer directly related to the con-
straining equation. As a result, properties of monotonicity or TVD, adherent the choice of the spatial dis-
cretization, are no longer guaranteed (if the continuity equation is used to calculate the density field), or
mass is no longer conserved (if the density equation is used).
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6. Application: thermally driven cavity
6.1. Problem description

We consider the flow in a differentially heated square cavity in which a temperature difference is applied to
two opposite vertical walls, while the other sides of the square are perfectly thermally insulated (Fig. 4). Fur-
thermore, large temperature differences are considered. For a variable density fluid, the Rayleigh number is
defined as

_ 8pg(Tn — T)L*Pr
Tou

Ra , (85)
where L is the characteristic dimension of the cavity, T}, and T respectively the hot and cold temperatures
applied to the vertical walls, T}, a reference temperature equal to (T}, + T.)/2, uo a reference viscosity coefficient
and p, a reference density, both corresponding to 7. The gravitational constant is set to g = 9.81 m/s>. The
temperature difference can be presented by a non-dimensional parameter € = (T}, — T.)/(Ty, + T.). The heat
transfer through the wall is represented by local Nusselt number

LkOT [ Qx|
Nu(y) = ——L—wall 86
Y = - 1) (86)
and average Nusselt number
1t
Nu=— Nu(y)dy. (87)
L/

In the above expressions ko = k(T), k(T) is the heat conduction coefficient k(7) = u(7)C,/Pr. In the test cases
considered here, the Prandtl number is assumed to remain constant, equal to Pr=0.71, and the viscosity is
given by Sutherland’s law

W(T)/w = (T/T°V(T° +8)/(T +5) (88)

with 7 =273 K, S=110.5K, u* = 1.68 x 10> kg/m/s, C, = yR/(y — 1), y = 1.4 and R = 287.0 J/kg/K. The
influence of the temperature on C, is neglected. The problem is completely defined by the Rayleigh number,
the value of ¢, a reference state (here po = 101,325 Pa, T, = 600 K, po = po/(RTy)), the previously mentioned
fluid properties and the initial conditions.

Further details and benchmark studies can be found in [1,4,8,18-20].

adiabatic wall

To. Po

A
A 4

adiabatic wall

Fig. 4. Geometry, initial and boundary conditions for the thermally driven cavity problem
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6.2. Implementation details

The general algorithm, as described in Section 4, is implemented on a cell-vertex colocated grid. A third-
order Van Leer-x method discretization is used for the convective fluxes and second-order central discretiza-
tion for the diffusive fluxes and the pressure term. Because of the projection method, a special treatment of the
boundaries is needed, and specific care must be taken for the temperature boundary condition at the isother-
mal walls. Since we are dealing with an enclosure, the total pressure p, is variable in time. To increase temporal
accuracy, the pressure-correction algorithm is put in a multistage loop. Time stepping is done with the explicit
form of a four stage Runge-Kutta scheme of a system % =G(yY)

Between every stage, the velocity field is corrected in order to obey the velocity constraint.

6.2.1. Boundary conditions

In general, zero flux boundary conditions are applied at walls: zero mass flux at all walls, and zero conduc-
tive flux at the adiabatic walls. Special care is needed for the boundary conditions of the predicted velocities at
all walls and the temperature (read: density) at the isothermal walls. The correction term & also has a special
formulation at the boundaries.

6.2.1.1. Boundary conditions for u*. We distinguish between the normal and tangential components of the pre-
dicted velocity vector #* = iy + ii;. Because of the viscous forces, the tangential component #; = 0. The nor-
mal component i}, however, cannot be set to zero at the wall, since the ‘blocking’ effect of the wall on the flow
field appears in the normal momentum equation under the form of a pressure force acting on the flow. Since in
the operator splitting approach, the pressure terms are removed from the predictor momentum equations, the
normal wall effect is removed as well, and no normal boundary conditions apply. For the corrected velocity,
the opposed wall boundary conditions apply: the normal velocity component is set to zero, whereas the tan-
gential component is left free.

6.2.1.2. Special treatment of the correction term at the boundaries. We recall expression (39) for & for a 1D flow
and evaluate this at the boundary, for node i = 0, starting from (35)
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so that the correction term at the boundaries becomes
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6.2.1.3. Boundary conditions at isothermal walls. A peculiarity of the present pressure-correction formulation is
that a density stepping is used instead of the commonly applied temperature stepping. As a consequence, the
Dirichlet boundary condition for temperature cannot directly be enforced. This problem is solved in the fol-
lowing way. The requirement & = 0 gives

Tn+l _T"
)
At
L' m
= — —— 1] =0, 2
A[ <pn+1 pn (9 )
A A . Ny B
pnpn+1 At pn+l At !
At the boundary, aa_/; can be expressed by Eq. (2), with u; =0
ntl _ on PRY;
PP T for =),
At Ax
n+l _ n pfu:_’_l
p Atp: = fori=N. (93)

The last expression can be used to formulate the constraint for the velocity field at these nodes. For an internal
node, the constraint follows from elimination of ‘2—’; from (2) and (8), yielding

ouj 1 dpy 0qf

= ) 94
ox; ypp dr oy (94)
Inserting (93) into (92), yields the constraint at the isothermal boundary nodes (e.g. for node i = 0)
ou? "1
i _ _ P — dp, (95)

o, phoph dt
from which the pressure equation follows. There is, however, a small difficulty with the previous expression:

since we do not know the direction of the velocity u", the exact extrapolations pj and p] cannot yet be deter-
mined. The solution is found in the following identity for enclosures:

ou!
y Ox;

defa-dﬁzo. (96)
oV

In finite volume formulation, we then obtain

ou” ouy ouy
—dr=">" v+ Y v 0
v axi internal nodes axk isothermal wall axk
1 dp, " 0q;
- Vpg E Zinternal nodes Vit Zisethermal wall p%/L Vi +_ . zl: g a_xk Vi (97)
mternal nodes

V>0

from which the sign of %0 can be determined, and, because of (95), the sign of %, such that the exact extrap-

! nl
olation for p is known. Because of that, term V in expression (97) is known, and ddil“ = p“Tt’y‘; can be calculated.

The above 1D reasoning is easily extended to higher dimensions, if we assume that no transport occurs par-
allel to the wall at the isothermal boundary nodes.

6.2.2. Time step restriction
For a one-dimensional problem, using a forward Euler scheme, the time step restriction is given by the
semi-empirical stability condition

1
AS T (98)
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with
Ax
(Ar), < ; (99)
% (ﬂi,l + u1+l)
and
2Ax?
(Ar)g < — (100)
(pL+ pr) <ki—% + kz+%>
. ~ Kipl
with ki+% = ReccProci’ile'

When Pr., <1, the viscous time step limit is less restringent than the conductive time step limit, so that sta-
bility for the momentum equation is also ensured.

6.3. Results

For a non-dimensional temperature difference ¢ =0.6, cases with four different Rayleigh numbers
(Ra =10°, 10%, 10° and 10°) are calculated. A uniform grid with square control volumes on a 64 x 64 mesh

Table 1

Nusselt number at the midplane and mean pressure for different Rayleigh numbers on a 64 x 64 mesh

Ra Nu p/Po Nu [19] /Py [19]
10° 1.1061 0.9381 1.1077 0.93805
10* 2.2115 0.9166 2218 0.91463
10° 4.4333 0.9293 4.480 0.92196
10° 8.3747 0.9487 8.687 0.92449
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Fig. 5. Isolines for the dimensionless temperature e (upper) and velocity vector-fields (lower) for Ra = 10° (left) and 10* (right). Isolines for
the temperature range from ¢ = —0.6 to ¢ = 0.6 with intervals of 0.1. Velocity vectors are scaled with the maximum velocity in the domain.
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is used. According to the stability domain of the multistage algorithm (89), with coefficients {%,% '3 1}, the
time step is set to 1.5 times the maximum timestep as defined in Eq. (98).

The results are summarized in Table 1. The mean pressure is given by po. The Nusselt number is evaluated
at the midplane between the two isothermal walls. Comparison with the data obtained in [19] for the full
Navier—Stokes equations shows good agreement for lower Rayleigh numbers. For the higher Rayleigh num-
bers, there is a larger error, which is due to the relative coarse grid used for these calculations (for comparison
a calculation of Ra = 10° on a 128 x 128 mesh yields Nu = 8.6880 and P/Po = 0.9307). Qualitatively, good
results were obtained for all Rayleigh numbers, as can be seen in the isotemperature lines and velocity fields
(Figs. 5 and 6). The temperature and velocity fields are smooth, even when relative coarse meshes are used,
where the odd-even decoupling is expected to be more pronounced [3].
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Fig. 6. Isolines for the dimensionless temperature e (upper) and velocity vector-fields (lower) for Ra = 10°(left) and 10%(right). Isolines for
the temperature range from ¢ = —0.6 to ¢ = 0.6 with intervals of 0.1. Velocity vectors are scaled with the maximum velocity in the domain.

777 1
i

I T
T
21'21,’154'.%’1’1’1"11"'...

Fig. 7. 32 x 32 highly stretched and skewed grid (left), resulting in smooth isolines for the dimensionless temperature ¢ for Ra = 10%(right).
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Table 2

Nusselt number at the cold wall and mean pressure for Ra = 10*

Cartesian Stretched

Nutcold p/Po Nitcold p/Po
1.1080 0.9383 1.081 0.9406

Comparison between cartesian and stretched grid of 32 x 32 nodes.

The behavior of the algorithm on highly stretched and skewed grids is checked as well. As an example, the
resulting temperature field for Rz = 10* on a 32 x 32 non-uniform grid is shown in Fig. 7, resulting in prac-
tically the same solution as on the cartesian grid (Table 2), without odd—even decoupling.

7. Conclusions

A solution was presented for the odd-even decoupling of the pressure field in the framework of pressure-
correction algorithms for variable density flow. It consists of two remedies. First, a correction term for the cell-
face velocity, similar to the proposition in [15] is introduced (Eq. (37)). Secondly, the wide stencil for the dis-
crete Laplacian is compacted, involving only the immediate neighbours of the node and the node itself. It is
important that the correction term does not appear in the pressure Poisson-like equation (Eq. (45)).

There is an additional advantage in the pressure equation (45) in terms of efficiency due to the absence of
upwind density values. As a result, the Laplacian-like operator L needs to be evaluated only once each time
step.

Finally, the method has been extended for three-dimensional curvilinear grids.

The algorithm is validated on the test case of a two-dimensional thermally driven cavity. The results are
comparable to previous calculations. Even for highly stretched and skewed meshes, good results are obtained,
showing the large applicability of the presented cure for odd—even decoupling.

Appendix A. Discretization of the conductive fluxes

We start from the semi-discretized equation (19), from which the velocity field in a 1D enclosure is derived
PRUiL — PLU; L PR — PL g
_ 24y = _p 2 A.l
A M e Pay (A1)
where the cell-face velocities are defined as u,;1 = (u; + u;11)/2. We consider adiabatic walls at both ends.
A fully discretized version of (A.1) can formally be written in system notation as

DU =DQ < LP=-DU" —D'Q (A.2)

with U = [u; wu, --- uy]" the velocity vector, 0=[q, ¢, --- qy]" the conductive flux vector and D
and D’ discrete divergence operators, L = DG the discrete Laplacian and G the discrete gradient operator.
In all of the operators, extrapolated values for the density can be found.

The system is singular and contains a nullspace of dimension 2, for which LP = 0, based on the two pres-
sure vectors Py =[1 1 -« 1]"and P,=[1 -1 ... (=DM ]". The same holds for the transpose of
thTe operator L, resulting again in a nullspace of dimension 2, based on 2 vectors Ry and R,, for which
R L=0.

(A.2) should be solvable for any choice of U* and Q. For now, we are not interested in divergence operator

D, so we choose U* = 0. Requiring (A.2) to be solvable, yields following solvability conditions:
R,LP=0=—-R,D'Q and

N (A.3)

RyLP =0=—RyD'Q VO e R".

The discrete divergence operator D’ must thus have a nullspace of dimension 2, based on the two basis vectors
R, and Ry. Since these two basisvectors cannot easily be determined, and strongly depend on the extrapolated
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values of the density, the most obvious (and least computationally intensive) choice for the system to be solv-
able is D’ = D. The fully discretized equation of (A.1) then becomes
PrUzL — PLU; L Pr —pPL  PrYivi — PLYi-) PR — PL
A T A A T A
with 4l = (q: +9::1)/2.
If the equation is discretized as (A.4), it is trivial to see that the system is solvable. Indeed: a solution exists
and is found to be u; = ¢q; + oy (Py); + 0x(Pr);, With a; € R, 1 =1,2.

(A4)
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